Faith Development as an Expression of Cognition and Spirituality

Faith is a developmental expression of cognition and spirituality. This chart attempts to show the relationships between the physiological stages of cognitive development, learning and teaching models, and faith development.

	Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs
	Piaget’s Stages of Cognitive Development

(organization and adaptation)
	Dr. Gregorc Learning Styles

(perception and ordering)
	Bloom’s Cognitive Taxonomy
	McCarthy’s 4 Phases of Learning

(perception and processing)
	Lawrence Kohlberg’s Stages of Moral Development
	Bernice McCarthy’s 4MAT System
	Lawrence Richards Teaching Model
	Standard Publishing’s ABCs of CE

(Content and goals of learning in CE)
	James Fowler’s of Faith Development

	Physiological
	Sensorimotor
	Concrete Random
	Knowledge
	Experiencing
	I. Preconventional Morality

1. Punishment-Obedience Orientation

2. Instrumental relativist Orientation
	Imagninative: feelings and watching (why?)
	Hook
	Attitudes
	Intuitive/ Projective

	Safety/ Security
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Belongingness/ Love
	Preoperational
	Abstract Random
	Comprehension
	Conceptualizing
	II. Conventional Morality

3. Good Boy-Nice Girl Orientation

4. Law and Order Orientation
	Analytic: listening to and thinking about information (what?)
	Book
	Basic Bible Stories
	Mythic/ Literal

	Esteem
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Chronology
	

	Need to Know/ Understand
	Concrete Operational
	Concrete Sequential
	Application
	Applying
	III. Post Conventional Morality

5. Social Contract Orientation
	Common Sense: thinking and doing (how?)
	Look
	Commitment
	Synthetic/ Conventional

	Aesthetic
	
	
	Analysis
	
	
	
	
	Decisions
	

	Self Actualization
	Formal Operational
	Abstract Sequential
	Synthesis
	Creating
	6. Universal Ethical Principle Orientation
	Dynamic: doing and feeling (if?)
	Took
	Equipping for Service
	Individuative/ Projective

	Transcendence
	
	
	Evaluation
	
	
	
	
	
	Conjunctive

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Universalizing


Other learning theories and modes of learning also impact individual faith development.

Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences Theory

Linguistic

Logical-Mathematical

Intra-personal

Inter-personal

Musical

Spatial

Bodily-Kinesthetic

Naturalistic


Modes of Learning

Visual

Auditory

Kinesthetic

Tactile

Experiential

